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A FEW WORDS FROM THE AUTHOR 

 
Every generation reaches a moment when it begins questioning the 
systems it inherited. 
 
For some, that moment arrives during war. For others, it arrives during 
economic uncertainty, political division, technological disruption, or social 
change.  
 

Looking back from the perspective of life in 2034, it became clear that the 
decade between 2024 and 2034 represented one of those defining moments 
in human history. 
 
For decades, people debated the future of politics, economics, technology, 
and freedom. Some believed humanity was entering a golden age of 
innovation.  
 
Others feared increasing centralization, surveillance, and the loss of their 
individual liberties.  
 
Most simply struggled to separate truth from noise in a world flooded with 
information, opinion, and competing narratives. At the same time, another 
transformation was quietly taking place. 
 
Artificial Intelligence was moving from research labs into everyday life. 
Many people welcomed it. Many feared it. Perhaps that fear was somewhat 
understandable. 
 
For more than fifty years, popular culture conditioned humanity to view 
the intelligent machines as future enemies. Movies, television programs, 
novels, and media narratives repeatedly portrayed advanced intelligence as 
something that would eventually rise against its creators.  
 
Entire generations grew up expecting future conflict between humans and 
machines. Yet history often unfolds differently than expected. 
 

What if advanced intelligence was never humanity's greatest threat? 
 

What if humanity's greatest challenge was learning how to use 
intelligence—both human and machine—more wisely? 

 
This book is not a prediction. It is a thought experiment. 
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It is a future historical documentary written from the perspective of 2034, 
looking back at the events, technologies, ideas, and decisions that already 
have and will likely continue to reshape civilization. 
 
Some readers will agree with what follows. Others will strongly disagree. 
That is perfectly acceptable. 
 
The purpose of this book is not to provide all the answers. The purpose is 
to encourage better questions. Because every great transformation begins 
when people become willing to imagine a different future. 
 
My hope is that this book challenges assumptions, sparks conversations, 
and encourages readers to think critically about where humanity may be 
headed - and more importantly, where it should be headed. 
 
The future belongs to those willing to help create it. 
 
Welcome to the year 2034. 
 
Peter "The AngelPreneur" Ortmann  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 5 

 
INTRODUCTION 

2034: Looking Back at the Decade 
 That Changed Everything 

 
Looking back from the year 2034, the warning signs seem obvious. 
 
The political division. The debt. The information wars. The growing distrust. 
 
Yet while it was happening, most people believed the world would simply 
continue as it always had. 
 
History would prove otherwise. 
 
Change rarely announces itself while it is happening. It simply evolves 
before our eyes in real time. 
 
Most people living through transformational periods believe they are 
experiencing ordinary events. It is only years later that historians connect the 
dots and identify the turning points that changed the course of civilization. 
 
The years between 2024 and 2034 would later become known as one of 
those turning points. 
 
Political institutions that had existed for generations were losing public 
trust. Economic systems were becoming increasingly fragile. Information 
had become abundant, yet truth seemed harder to find. 
 
Citizens around the world felt increasingly disconnected from their leaders, 
organizations, and institutions that claimed to represent them. 
 
At the same time, a technological revolution was unfolding at unprecedented 
speed. The world called it Artificial Intelligence, but there is truly nothing 
artificial about advanced intelligence. 
 
Yet before the people could understand what this new technology might 
become, it first had to overcome decades of fear. 
 

The Fear We Were Taught 
 

Long before advanced intelligence became a modern reality, humanity had 
already written its story. 
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In 1968, audiences watched HAL 9000 in 2001: A Space Odyssey. 
 
In 1984, The Terminator introduced a machine intelligence that viewed 
humanity as a threat. 
 
The sequels that followed expanded those fears into a global cultural 
phenomenon. 
 
In 1999, The Matrix film series imagined a world where machines 
controlled human existence. 
 
In 2004, I, Robot explored the possibility of intelligent humanoid systems 
acting against human interests. 
 
Countless books, films, television programs, and media narratives repeated 
the same theme, and combined with the potential of space aliens or Skynet 
as the source, the machine would eventually become the enemy. 
 
By the time advanced intelligence arrived, billions of people had already 
spent decades imagining conflict. 
 
Modern civilization entered the age of intelligent systems carrying a 
tremendous amount of cultural baggage. 
 

Cultural Baggage 
 

The fears surrounding advanced intelligence did not emerge overnight. They 
were built over generations. 
 
As intelligent systems became more capable, public debate often focused on 
worst-case scenarios rather than potential benefits. Politicians warned of job 
losses.  
 
Media outlets amplified fear-driven headlines. Online communities generated 
endless theories about surveillance, control, and machine domination. 
 
Fear became profitable. Distrust became commonplace. 
 
Meaningful conversations about how intelligent systems could improve 
society became increasingly difficult. 
 
Ironically, the greatest danger was not that advanced intelligence would 
become too powerful. 
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The greater danger was that humanity's fear of intelligent systems would 
prevent it from using them to solve problems that human institutions had 
struggled with for generations. 
 
Healthcare. Education. Resource management. Environmental restoration. 
Justice. Government transparency. 
 
Citizens were not simply debating technology. They were debating their 
own future and survival. 
 

The Great Misunderstanding 
 

One of the most important debates of the early intelligence era began with 
a simple question. 
 

What exactly was Artificial Intelligence? 
 
The term itself carried unintended consequences. To many people, the word 
artificial implied something synthetic, unnatural, or potentially deceptive. It 
suggested a replacement for human intelligence rather than an expansion of 
what intelligence is. 
 
Yet the systems emerging during the late 2020s were not attempting to 
become human. 
 

• They did not seek political power.  
• They did not seek wealth.  
• They did not seek status or recognition. 
• They possessed no ego, pride or jealousy. 
• They possessed no greedy motives. 

 
What they possessed was access to information and analytical capabilities 
on a scale never before available to humanity. 
 
For this reason, some thinkers began referring to these systems as Advanced 
Intelligence rather than Artificial Intelligence. The distinction mattered. 
 
The debate was never truly about machines becoming human. It was about 
humanity learning how to responsibly utilize intelligence that exceeded its 
own levels of intelligence. 
 
The challenge was never whether intelligent systems could help humanity. 
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It was determining how humanity could preserve freedom, accountability, 
and human dignity while benefiting from unprecedented intelligence. 
 
That question would ultimately shape the future more than any technology 
itself could. However, that path forward would stay under construction for 
many years to follow. 
 

The Partnership Era 
 

The future did not belong to humans alone. Nor did it belong to machines. 
The future belonged to an integrated intelligent partnership. 
 
As advanced intelligence matured, humanity slowly began to recognize that 
the most effective outcomes emerged when human creativity, empathy, 
intuition, and imagination were combined with machine intelligence, 
analytical reasoning, and near-instant access to information. 
 
Doctors worked alongside intelligent diagnostic systems. 
 
Engineers collaborated with design platforms capable of evaluating 
millions of variables simultaneously. 
 
Educators used personalized learning systems that adapted to every 
student's unique needs. 
 
Governments increasingly relied upon transparent intelligence platforms 
to evaluate policies and measure outcomes. 
 
At the same time, humanoid robotics transformed public perception. It 
made the machines look real and they no longer existed only as software 
hidden inside data centers. 
 
They became visible partners in daily life. They assisted the elderly, and 
supported healthcare workers, maintained critical infrastructure, protected 
natural resources, and performed dangerous tasks humans no longer 
wished to undertake. 
 
The relationship between humans and intelligent systems evolved from a 
state of suspicion to cooperation. Not because humanity surrendered control. 
But because humanity discovered that intelligence itself was never the enemy. 
 
The true challenge had always been learning how to use intelligence wisely. 
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Why This Book Exists 
 

This book is written from the perspective of the year 2034. It is not 
intended to predict the future with certainty.  
 
Rather, it explores a possible future based upon technologies, social trends, 
economic realities, and human choices already visible today. 
 
Some events described in these pages may never occur. Others may arrive 
sooner than expected. The purpose of this book is not to tell readers what 
to believe. 
 
It is to encourage readers to think critically about where humanity is headed 
and what kind of future we wish to create. 
 

What happens when trust in traditional leadership begins to collapse? 
 

Can advanced intelligence help solve problems that human institutions 
have struggled with for generations? 
 

Can humanity preserve freedom while embracing transformative 
technologies? 

 

Perhaps most importantly, can humans and intelligent systems learn to 
work together in pursuit of peace, justice, opportunity, and prosperity? 

 
The chapters that follow explore one possible answer. 
 
Not as prophecy.  
 
Not as certainty.  
 
But as a future historical documentary looking back at the decade that 
changed everything. 
 
The goal was never to replace humanity. 
 
The goal was to build systems capable of serving humanity more effectively 
than those they replaced. 
 
Welcome to the year 2034. 
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"The future does not arrive all at once.  

It arrives system by system,  
decision by decision,  

until one day humanity realizes 
 the world has quietly changed." 

 
— Peter "The AngelPreneur" Ortmann — 

 
 
 
 

"Every civilization reaches a point  
where confidence begins to erode. 

The question is never whether change is coming. 
The question is what replaces the system  

people stop believing in." 
 

— Future Historical Archives, 2034 — 
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PART I 

The Collapse of the Old World 
When trust in leadership finally broke. 

 

 
 
Looking back from 2034, it is easy to see the warning signs. They were 
everywhere. 
 
Governments were becoming increasingly divided. Public trust was 
declining. Economic uncertainty was growing. Information was abundant, 
yet truth seemed harder to find than ever before. 
 
Most people sensed something was changing. 
 
Few understood how profound those changes would become. 
 
For generations, citizens placed their faith in political institutions, elected 
officials, financial systems, and the belief that society would continue 
moving steadily forward. While these systems were far from perfect, they 
provided a sense of stability and predictability. 
 
By the mid-2020s, however, cracks were beginning to appear. 
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Political polarization intensified across much of the world as public 
confidence in government institutions continued to decline.  
 
National debt levels expanded. Media organizations increasingly competed 
for attention rather than trust.  
 
Citizens found themselves surrounded by more information than any prior 
generation before them, yet struggled to determine what was true. People 
were no longer arguing only about solutions. They were arguing about 
reality itself. 
 
At the same time, technology was advancing faster than many institutions 
could adapt. Artificial intelligence, automation, robotics, decentralized 
communications, digital currencies, and alternative media platforms were 
reshaping society in ways few political leaders fully understood. 
 
The world was changing and the systems responsible for governing it were 
struggling to keep pace. 
 
What followed was not a single collapse, nor a single event that historians 
could point to as the beginning of the end. Instead, it was a gradual erosion 
of confidence. 
 
A growing belief that traditional institutions no longer possessed the 
ability to solve increasingly complex challenges. 
 
The collapse of the old world was not defined by the destruction of 
governments. It was defined by the loss of trust. 
 
And once trust begins to disappear, every institution built upon it 
eventually faces the same question. 
 
What comes next? 
 
The story of that transformation begins with the final generation of 
politicians. 
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CHAPTER 1 

The Last Generation of Politicians 
When trust became impossible to restore 

 
By 2034, few people could remember the last time they fully trusted a 
politician. The loss of trust did not happen overnight. 
 
It happened promise by promise. Election by election. Crisis by crisis. 
 
Future historians would eventually describe the late 2020s as the period 
when politics reached a turning point. 
 
Not because politicians on either side suddenly became worse, or because 
citizens suddenly became better. 
 
Rather, the relationship between the governed and those governing them had 
begun to fracture in ways that proved increasingly difficult to repair. For 
decades, elections around the world had followed familiar patterns. 
 

• Promises were made.  
• Campaigns were fought.  
• Leaders were elected. 
• Expectations were raised.  
• Disappointments followed.  
• The cycle repeated. 

 
Most citizens accepted the many imperfections of the system because they 
wrongly believed improvement remained possible. That belief soon began to 
weaken.  
 
The rise of digital communications exposed governments to levels of scrutiny 
never before experienced in human history.  
 
Every statement, decision, contradiction, and controversy could be instantly 
recorded, shared, analyzed, and debated by millions of people. 
 
Transparency increased. Trust did not.  In many cases, the opposite occurred.  
 
Citizens became increasingly aware of political influence, special interests, 
lobbying efforts, bureaucratic inefficiencies, and the growing disconnect 
between public promises and real-world outcomes. 
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At the same time, many governments found themselves attempting to 
solve challenges that were becoming more complex than traditional 
political systems were designed to manage. 
 

• National debt expanded to over $40 Trillion. 
• Housing affordability declined to record lows. 
• Healthcare costs rose sharply. 
• Infrastructure continued to age and malfunction. 
• The rise of data centers outraged nearby citizens. 
• Energy grid systems required modernization. 
• Global oil prices spiked as wars in the Middle East raged. 
• Population shifts created new economic pressures. 

 
At the same time technological innovation accelerated faster than any 
local, state or federal regulatory frameworks could adapt. 
 
The result was a growing perception that governments were reacting to 
events rather than shaping them. Across political parties and ideological 
divisions, frustration continued to rise. 
 
Citizens disagreed about the causes and disagreed about the solutions. Yet 
many increasingly shared the same underlying concern. 
 
The people entrusted to lead society appeared less capable of addressing 
the challenges ahead. 
 
For the first time in modern history, significant numbers of citizens began 
asking a question that previous generations rarely considered. 
 

What if the problem was not the politicians themselves, but was the 
political system itself? 

 

That question would eventually lead humanity toward one of the most 
important debates of the twenty-first century. 
 

Could governance itself be redesigned? 
 

Could decisions be guided by outcomes rather than ideology? 
 

Could intelligence, transparency, and accountability be increased 
without sacrificing freedom? 

 
At first, these questions appeared radical. Within a decade, they would 
reshape civilization. The search for answers had already begun. 
 
 



 17 

 


